Save the Mary Campaign awarded recognition at Homage to Defenders of Rights for Rivers and Life.

For immediate release 7th July 2008

The World Expo city of Zaragoza, Spain erupted into Worldwide community action over July 5 and 6.  Homage to the Defenders of Rights for Rivers and Life were held in a historical Zaragoza Theatre.  Filmed excerpts from people suffering the consequences of draconian policies of Government imposing large dams and privatization of water were shown.  Musicians, dancers and poets performed along with presentations and speeches of selected community action groups.  

Australia was included as one of the eight selected case studies to be awarded recognition for their efforts in the “Save the Mary River” campaign.  Glenda Pickersgill representing the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group received the world activist award 'The Green Dragon', founded from the initial actions on the Erbo River where the symbol was used on the front of activist's boats.

“The people of the Mary River catchment have already suffered unjustly by this dam proposal. The Australian Government has good water policies. But the eyes of the world will be focused on this water shed decision that Peter Garrett must make in the next few months as to whether the damming of the Mary River will be stopped', she said to the international audience.  'In the face of climate change there are more reliable and lower cost alternatives including demand management, water recycling and desalination for water supply.' 

This campaign to save the Mary River from destruction of the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam has been taken to heart  by other non government organizations in Europe, Americas and Asia. This is the first time grassroots groups from Australia have joined their counterparts overseas.

The production was followed by a demonstration and street march through the historical city of Zaragoza.

End

Media contact and further background information: 

Glenda Pickersgill 0061 411443589 pickerg@bigpond.com; 
Wayne Cameron alanacameron@optusnet.com, b4c@bulimbacreek.org.au or 
Heather Barns (Bulimba Creek Committee) 07 34204800 

SaveTheMaryRiver website   www.savethemaryriver.com.  
The el faro pavilion www.elfaro2008.org 
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 Photos 1: Patrick McCully (IR), Glenda Pickersgill , Erik Johnson (IR) at presentation night 5th July 2008.  The Save the Mary Campaign receives a “Green Dragon” award.
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Photo2: Street rally “Homage to Defenders of Rights for Rivers and Life”  
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Photo 3: Roberto Epple and Glenda Pickersgill present to the COAGRET Alternative Forum in Zaragoza.

