NOMINATION FOR ENVIRONMENT AWARD
2009 SUNSHINE COAST AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS

BACKGROUND

The Save the Mary River Coordinating Group Inc (R®4) is a community-based
group formed two days after the Queensland Goventimgurprise announcement in
April 2006, that it intended to dam the Mary RiatfTraveston Crossing. The group
has received praise from throughout Australia &edternational community for the
way in which it has gone about supporting the lecshmunity and exposing the very
serious environmental, social and economic consexpseof the proposal.

While the proposed dam wall is located in the Gyarfipegional Council area, a
significant proportion of the impoundment is lochte the Sunshine Coast (in the
former Noosa and Maroochy Council areas). Comraswithin the Sunshine Coast
Council area are directly affected by the propad@th and there are significant
consequences for the broader Sunshine Coast region.

The Mary River is the last remaining major rivestgyn in the South East Queensland
bioregion that has not been irreversibly comprochisg water infrastructure
development. It supports the marine ecosysterkieofey Bay, the Great Sandy
Strait and Fraser Island, and represents the haste of survival for the vulnerable
Australian Lungfish, and the only chance of surkfeathe endangered Mary River
Turtle and the critically endangered Mary River Cod

After 2% years of tireless effort and in the fa€s@emingly insurmountable
obstacles, it is a credit to each and every membtre Save the Mary River
Coordinating Group, that they have continued taueménd that they continue to
fight the good fight.



ACHIEVEMENTS

The achievements of the Save the Mary River Coatolig Group over the past 2%
years have been nothing short of astounding. @hgaign to stop the proposed dam
at Traveston Crossing on the Mary River has reckwide acclaim as one of the
most successful and well respected community cagnpan recent times. The
community group has conducted its campaign witlatgreegrity, relying

substantially on the work of volunteers within gt@mmunity to support its case
against the proposed dam. At no time has the gresgrted to undemocratic or
unlawful activities in the pursuit of its case. elgroup has relied solely on factual
information, scientific research and peaceful pbt&he major achievements of the
group over the last 2% years are summarised asnsl|

Save the Mary Information Centre. Shortly after the announcement, the Save the
Mary River Coordinating Group established an infation centre in a disused rail
building at Kandanga. The Information Centre haarated continuously since the
announcement and is manned totally by volunte&he purpose of the Centre is to
provide a focus and support mechanism for the logadmunity which has been
gravely affected by the manner in which this malties been handled and to provide
information to the wider community regarding thegsal.
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Save the Mary Web Site Within two weeks of the April 2006 announcemehng,
community had established a web site with infororaabout the Save the Mary
Group, links to community forums, media comment&gyernment websites, photo
galleries, facebook and myspace sites and an ershop for fundraising activities.
The web site is sophisticated and relies totallyolunteer efforts to keep it running.
It has been running continuously for the past 2&y&ith no down-time. This is an
amazing effort for a group of unpaid volunteersie Tveb site link is
www.savethemaryriver.com

A saveTheMary
Fle Edt View Favorites Tools Help

Q= O X@u

25 | ] http:fwww. savethemaryriver .com/

Save the Mary River = there are much better options for Brishane's water!

The campaign to Save The Mary River has grown from the inital response coordinated by Mary Valley residents fighting for the future eftheir
river and cormunity to  truly broad-based national and imernational respanse, This website now serves as a portal to a range of related
efforts to save this river for future The Q and Australian are poised on the brink of making a decision

‘which will either provide a truly reliable and sustainable water strateqy for South East Queensland (of which we can all be proud), or one
whiy will inevitably lead to the shameful and entirely aveidable degradation of a globally significant river system and all it sustains.
Pleadis take the time to decide which future you want to be a part of, and take some form of persenal action thowever small) to help it

happen. You can make a difference!
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THINGS ARE GETTING SERIOUS!
Mearly 500 million doliars has been spent destroying the families and communities of the Mary Valley for the sake of a flawed
project which has still not been approved under state or federal law. Click on the pictures to visit these sites ta learn more.
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Peaceful Rallies, Protests and Awareness Raisingthaties. The Group has been
responsible for encouraging and mobilising membétke broader community to be
involved in a number of peaceful protests andeslincluding the following:

* Flotilla of Hope - May 2006 This rally was attended by over 300 canoeist
and involved Senator Bob Brown, an inspiration fritn@ successful Franklin
River campaign. Paddlers were able to see first hlae proposed wall
location, the shallowness of the dam proposal haditfle/pool/sandbank
sequence so necessary for the survival of the gabnéatened species, the
Queensland Lungfish, the Mary River Turtle andMey River Cod
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» Street March in Brisbane — June 2006 This rally was attended by 800
people from across the region. By coincidencerdhg was held in the rain,
an ironic twist given that the lack of water foridlrane was one of the drivers
behind the announcement of the proposed dam. dmencinity was joined
by Local and State Government politicians, indigencepresentatives and
community leaders.




Kandanga 1,000 Horse Ride — October 2006 and Octab2008. This event
involved 1,000 horse riders across the regionigerawareness and draw
media attention to the plight of the Mary Riverhel2007 Kandanga 1,000
was cancelled due to Equine Influenza.
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“Don’t Murray the Mary” Flotilla Protest — April 20 08. A community
organised canoe on the Mary River in the locatibthe proposed dam to
bring attention to the plight of the Mary River aihé 2nd anniversary of the
Save the Mary campaign. Attended by 500 peopirydlved Steve Posselt
who is an experience water engineer and cross igokiayaker.
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Street March on the Gold Coast — June 20080n a warm and sunny June
day, hundreds of staunch and vocal 'No Dam' supmoitocked to the Gold
Coast to make a statement at the Qld Labor Panye@ence for 2008.

“Don’t Murray the Mary” Awareness Raising Kayak Tri p — August to
October 2008 Water Engineer Steve Posselt embarked on a Kepaif the
Brisbane and Stanley rivers to highlight the plighthe Mary River. To raise
awareness for alternatives to damming another system, Steve paddled up
the Brisbane River, across Wivenhoe/Somerset dapnand over the range
into the Mary catchment, down the Mary River to theuth of the estuary,
and back down the coast via the Great Sandy $tr&itisbane. His efforts
were supported and sponsored by the Save the Magey Roordinating
Group. He followed this up by kayaking from Brislkeao Sydney where he
delivered 3,000 protest letters to Federal EnvirenhMinister, Peter Garrett.
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A journey by kayak up the Brisbane River, down the Mary River
returning to Brisbane via the Pacific Ocean
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v'Steve’s Return Sat May 10 - 11am West End Boat Ramp
Steve Po: ji g i is dam!

Let's give Steve Posselt the welcome he deserves when he arrives
back where he started his epic journey at West End boat ramp!
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* “Get-Up” Climate Torch Relay — September 2008 The plight of the Mary
River was the focus for the SEQ leg of an aroundtialia Climate Change
torch relay organised by “Get-Up”. This includegets that involved
communities the length of the Mary River startinghe Crystal Waters
community, continuing with a relay through the nigh Traveston Crossing,
and then bussing to Hervey Bay for a human forngrd t® Save the Great
Sandy Strait. The 3 day community involvementsinad with the mud runner
Lindsey Titmarsh from the Save the Mary downstrggoup (the Greater
Mary Association) completing a gruelling 80 km atey run from the south
heads to the north heads of the Mary River. The $ae Mary campaign
continued to participate in the Torch Relay to Rarent House in Canberra
where Lindsey Titmarsh carried the torch on itsffieg to Parliament house.
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Formation of the Mary Council of Mayors. The actions of the group were pivotal
to the formation of the Mary Council of Mayor’sgeoup of concerned Council’s
stretching from Caloundra in the south to Hervey Bathe north. The Mary Council
of Mayor’s represented nine Council's and over B00,people across the region.
The Council of Mayors progressed a number of ingadrstudies aimed at
highlighting to both the Government and the comriyunihe dire consequences
associated with the proposed damming of the MavgiRat Traveston Crossing.

Fundraising. The Save the Mary River Group has raised ove0$DO0 in funds

over the past 2% years. The vast majority ofrtimsey has been through donations,
although an increasing proportion is through tHe esamerchandise. Donations have
been used to fund technical research and to raiaeeaess throughout the
community. This has been achieved through mediaréiding, production of posters,
post card campaigns, book publishing, supportitigesaand major events, lobbying
the Federal Government in Canberra and a rangthef activities. The work of the
Save the Mary River Coordinating Group has beeretaklen totally by volunteers.



Federal Senate Inquiry — April 2007 As a result of lobbying by the Save the Mary
River Coordinating Group, the community and the Wi@ouncil of Mayors, the
Federal Government commissioned a Senate Inquisy@ptions for Additional
Water Supplies for South East Queensland’. Ov&@Qsubmissions were received
with only one, that of the Queensland State Goventpsupporting the proposal.
Public hearings were held in Gympie and Brisban&gril 2007.

Reports, Submissions and PapersVolunteers (including engineers and scientists)
involved with the Save the Mary River Coordinat@goup have directly compiled or
been involved in numerous papers, reports and ssionis regarding the proposed
dam. Following is a brief list of the more subsi@odies of work:

Initial Response The Group coordinated and published its own ntepo the
State Governments Proposal in June 2006. Thetrejasrprofessionally
bound and published and a copy sent to all Statd-aderal politicians.

Study on Dam Alternatives The Mary Council of Mayors commissioned a
study on dam alternatives from respected watemglanCardno and the
Institute of Sustainable Futures at the Universitfechnology, Sydney.
Volunteer members of the Save the Mary River Gnape heavily involved
with supporting this study. The study (150 pagettal), completed in 2007,
offered a robust and cost effective strategy fovling water without the
need to construct a dam at Traveston CrossingeMHry River.

Biodiversity Study. The Save the Mary River Coordinating Group atéd a
comprehensive study titled “Biodiversity/Ecologieald Natural History
Significance Project”. Funding for this study wasvided by the Mary
Council of Mayors, the Burnett Mary Regional Graml the Save the Mary
River Coordinating Group. The study involved figlatk by the CSIRO and
the Save the Mary River Group. The final repoctudes a 170 page main
report and four volumes of supporting informationdr 1,200 pages in total).

Professional Paper — National Stream Management Céerence — May
2007. Paper written and presented for the 5th Ausinaitream Management
Conference in Albury SA in May 2007 titled Dam Tatréo a Decade of
Restoration of the Mary River, QId.

EPBC Act Nomination — May 2007 Nomination of the endangered regional
ecosystem 12.3.1 (Gallery rainforest on alluviabtiplains) under the EPBC
Act and 12.3.2 (Eucalyptus grandis tall open foogsalluvial floodplains) in
May 2007. Although protected under the state \&get act, this special
ecosystem intrinsically connects to the Mary Riaed its tributaries has no
protection under the Federal EPBC Act. With so yrthneatened species
dependent on this ecosystem and with its contindeaine and the threat
posed by the dam, it was nominated but was unssittegth its nomination
despite the fact that about 20% of the remnantegetad regional ecosystem
is under threat of inundation through the propobeveston Crossing Dam.



Social Impact Assessment — mid 2007As a result of broad community
dissatisfaction with the manner in which the comityuwas being treated, the
Save the Mary River Coordinating Group commissioitedwn Social

Impact Assessment using its own volunteer netwditke SIA involved
community meetings throughout the affected areauttimately formed part
of the group’s EIS submission referred to below.

Submission on State Government EIS — Traveston Cregig Dam
Proposal— January 2008 The Save the Mary River Group prepared a
detailed 187 page submission on the State Governgi€n The submission
addressed a range of technical issues associatedheiproposed dam. The
submission included detailed technical input framieonmental scientists,
water engineers, water resources planners, indigeleaders, social experts
and others. The report was a highly professiomell, researched and credible
document.

Professional Paper — National Impact Assessment Ctamence — May
2008 Paper written and presented at the 28th annteinational Association
for Impact Assessment conference in Perth WA May82Qitled "An
alternative catchment approach to solve water sugpmands of SEQ and
save the Mary River". This was presented in thgctstream of The
Effectiveness of Impact Assessment in Addressingig “BPicture”
Environmental Issues™

Submission to the Draft SEQ Water Strategy - July @08 This submission
highlighted there was no consideration in the sgwif the Traveston crossing
dam was not approved. The governments own figeliew that when the
Western Corridor recycling scheme and the Gold Casalination facility
come on line, yield from the proposed TravestonsSirgg Dam would provide
a surplus for the next 20-25 years.

Professional Paper — International River Symposium- Sep 08 Paper
written and presented at the International Rivergysium Brisbane Sept
2008 titled "Whats so special about the Mary Ravad its threatened
ecological communities”

Submission to the EPBC Act Senate Inquiry - Sep 28tighlighting the
shortcomings experienced through the Travestons@rgslam proposal and
auditing process of the Paradise Dam.

Submission to the State Climate Change Strategy -dd2008highlighting
the shortcomings in assessment of the Travest@siog Dam proposal
particularly in relation to underestimation of gnbeuse gases and
unreliability of stream flow.



Awards and Recognition The Save the Mary River Coordinating Group hesnb
awarded the following in recognition of its effontsopposing the proposed damming
of the Mary River:

* The Green Dragon Award This award was presented to the people of the
Mary Valley at the World Expo in Zaragoza Spair2008. This international
award was in recognition of the efforts of SaveMay River Coordinating
Group in opposing the proposed damming of the NRiver and represents
the first time that a grass roots group from Aditraas joined forces with
overseas counterparts to highlight the adversectrgfadamming rivers. The
proposed dam at Traveston Crossing was a featassristudy at the Expo.
The Expo pavilion included displays from 140 cowggmwith attendances of
up to 40,000 people on busy days. The lan Potienéation sponsored
attendance at the Expo for one of the Save the Kaprdinating Group
Committee members.

* Sunshine Coast Environment Council Award (the Frogg Award 2007).
This award was presented as a community achievesmartd to the Save the
Mary River Coordinating Group for recognition okthfforts of the group to
save the Mary River.

Music CD - For the Love of Mary - 2006 Local musicians and artists produced a
collection of songs and bush poetry to express fhelings as people of the Mary
Valley after the announcement to dam the Mary RatélfravestorCrossing and a
tribute to keeghe Mary River running free. The Save the MaryeaRi€oordinating
Group assisted in producing and marketing of the CD



Book — Love, Mary, A Love Letter from the Mary River — December 2008 Love,
Mary was published by the Save the Mary Co-ordingaGroup and aims at raising
awareness of issues surrounding the proposed Toav€sossing Dam. The book
was first launched in Brisbane and has gained mamenf the save the Mary River
campaign. Editor and project co-ordinator Adel®@bs said her main inspiration
for the book was the words of Bob Brown at the Segtter Get Up torch relay.
Senator Brown said that “if the rest of Australieelv what damage was being
proposed on this river, they would stand up ang #ts dam”. The book has been
received with open arms and the first 10,000 copiesselling quickly with a further
print run being organised for the New Year.

LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Letters of Support for this nomination are attachedollows:

* The Federal Member for Wide Bay, The Hon Warrers$yMP
* The State Member for Nicklin, Peter Wellington, MP

* The State Member for Gympie, David Gibson, MP

» The State Member for Noosa, Glen Elmes, MP

* The Sunshine Coast Environment Council



CONCLUSION

In terms of the General Selection Criteria for $umshine Coast Regional Council
Australia Day Awards, the Save the Mary River Camating Group has shown an
immense level of sacrifice and perseverance irfidbe of overwhelming odds. This
submission demonstrates only a fraction of thdesslfdedication and commitment
that members of the group have made to the calise degree of difficulty has been
enormous and the personal sacrifices which indalglhave made have been
significant. There have been literary tens of gamds of hours of time given by
hundreds of volunteers over the last 2% years.sd kielunteer efforts include:

* manning the information centre,

* sign painting of banners,

» compiling, editing and publishing newsletters,

» arranging fund raising activities,

» counselling of distressed and broken families,

» technical research by qualified scientists and rezgyis,
» writing of lengthy technical submissions,

» political lobbying both locally and in Canberra,

e running an incorporated association,

» attending rallies and other awareness raisingidesy
» compiling media releases and speaking with the ajedi
* engaging with the community.

More recently, the efforts of the Save the MarydRi€oordinating Group have led to
a number of independent expert studies by the BeBepartment of Environment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts which have clearlydatéd that it would not be
possible to mitigate the environmental impact ef pnoposed Traveston Crossing
Dam. This has led to an announcement by the Preh@ethe State Government will
be delaying the construction of the proposed darsetvgral years while it attempts to
address these issues. However, in subsequent ausmimdarliament, the Premier
has announced that the State and Federal appnomedgs will continue with a
Federal decision by early 2009.
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